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her brother to witness this strange spectacle and both
agreed that it foretold the boy's future greatness . Not
long afterwards Bliojraj had a vision of the goddess
Lakshmi, who told him that his nephew was destined to
be a king. Convinced by these two events that Malharrao
was reserved for something better than a herdsman's
life, Bhojraj enlisted him as a trooper and gave him in
marriage his own daughter Gautamabai. Malharrao's
courage soon brought him rewards, but he once nearly
ended his career by striking in the face Balaji Yishvanath's
son Bajirao with a clod of earth, because the latter objected
to his cutting the peasants' corn to feed his horses. Bajirao
was generous enough to ask his father to spare the rough
soldier. This generosity Ilolkar did not forget* After
the battle of Balapur (1720) in which he greatly disting-
uished himself, he smoothed over a quarrel between
Kant ha ji Kadam Bande and Bajirao. This pleased the
young Feshwa so much that in 1725 ho gave llolkar a
command of 500 horse in his own service and became
greatly attached to him,

Eanoji Sindia cnmo of tin ancient Kshatriya family of
which the original name was Sendrak, They rone to the
royal notice iu the time of the Bahmani Kings and their
name was corrupted into Shinde, a word which the English
have further corrupted into Sindia* They became patiltf
or herdsmen of tho village of Kanherkhed, about twolvo
miles from Satara. In Aurangzib's time they hdd com-
mands in his army and the emperor married to Shahu,
while in captivity, Savitrabai, tho daughter of a Sinclin in
his service. On Aurangzib's doath SavitrabaFs father foil
fighting for Azam Shah. Ranoji Sindia was a scion of a
younger branch. His father was in Balaji Vishvanath's
service and ho himself was brought up as a playmate of
Bajirao. When Bajirao grew up, he made Ranoji his
orderly and it was Ranojfs duty to carry his master's
slippers. One day IJajirao found his orderly asleep, but